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Together Dutch Caribbean islands of Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba constitute the 

Caribbean Netherlands since October 2010. More popularly this group of three islands is 

referred to by their initials as the BES Islands and are constitutionally a special municipal 

entity of the Netherlands. Before October 2010, these islands formed the Netherlands 

Antilles together with Aruba, Curacao and Sint Maarten.  Bonaire’s population currently 

totals 20.762 inhabitants.  

 

Fundashon Alzheimer Bonaire was founded in the year 2011. The purpose of this 

foundation is to provide information to the people of Bonaire in general, and in particular 

to the families who have family members with this form of dementia, Alzheimer’s disease. 

The board of the foundation consists of seven volunteers. Board meetings are held 

monthly on Tuesdays. 

 

The foundation presents yearly a report of its activities and goals accomplished during the 

year. For the year 2018 the annual report is available on its website www.alzheimer-

bonaire.com in both English and Dutch, the island’s two official languages. 

 

Our achievements this current year of 2019 have so far been overwhelming and we are 

so proud to share them with you. 

 

As we do every year, we prepared a programme for the year with lectures, Alzheimer 

Café, monthly Support-Group meetings, with the climax of course being the Alzheimer 

Month and Alzheimer Day in September. So far we are on schedule with our programme 

for the year. 

 

Just to name a few of the September activities. We had a Youth Poetry-competition 

presented by the students of the secondary school in Bonaire with the theme ”Let’s talk 

about dementia”. We had a day gathering together residents, leaders and authorities of 

http://www.alzheimer-bonaire.com/
http://www.alzheimer-bonaire.com/


Bonaire to become more aware how to live with dementia and how to pass on this 

message. We organized an activity in the morning hours for people living together with 

demented family members to exchange ideas and information. In two important villages, 

there were opportunities to take memory tests. On the eve of Alzheimer’s Day, we placed 

lighted signs of our logo with appropriate text in strategic places on the Island to make 

the population more aware of Alzheimer. Finally on International Alzheimer Day 

September 21st  we organized the Awareness walk: inhabitants were requested to dress in 

yellow on that day and during the walk.   

 

All by all these events were very successful and helped create additional awareness in this 

important Alzheimer month. This year again our programme for the Alzheimer month of 

September was intense and very effective in our efforts to raise awareness in our 

community, we have made good use of ADI available guides and tools to prepare our 

programme. Much thanks go to our volunteers who supported the board all the way. 

 

Late last year we approached Alzheimer Nederland to strengthen the ties with a proposal 

for a joint venture agreement. In April 2019 we received the great news that they would 

support us in all aspects including financially. We have used their expertise thru the writer 

of the National Dementia Plan in writing the plan. We are most grateful to Alzheimer 

Nederland for their support. 

 

In June 2019 our affiliation with Alzheimer’s Disease International became a reality when 

the Council meeting approved our membership after we had complied with all criteria’s. 

We are very grateful for the great support received from the ADI family before and now 

that we are a full-fledged member. 

 

At the end of August 2019 our board came to an agreement with the owner/director of 

Bon Bida Health Centrum to rent an office-space at their Centrum half day a week at a 

moderate monthly cost. We are in a process to have the case-manager Dementia 

available to provide information to walk-in family members who need information or 

support. This will be a novum for FAB. 

 



We are pleased to announce that in September 2019 FAB joined the Global Dementia 

Friends Network and is committed to making a positive impact on the lives of those 

affected by dementia in Bonaire. The board is now in the process to work on our plans for 

2020 to launch the online Dementia Friend Bonaire as implemented on our programme. 

 

October 9th 2019 was a big day for FAB when the writer of the national Dementia Plan for 

Bonaire presented her work to the Commissioner of Public Health and her Advisors, the 

board of FAB and the Advisory Committee. The plan is now in the process of being 

officially presented to the Island Council of Bonaire for its acceptance and approval so it 

can become public. We are very proud as a small Island and a young association to 

achieve this goal. 

 

While on vacation and for family matters in Holland, our vice-chairman represented the 

Board of FAB by attending the 29th Alzheimer Europe Conference “Making valuable 

connections“ in The Hague from October 23rd thru 25th 2019. We are very proud that our 

foundation was present at this important conference and grateful that our colleague was 

willing to attend. 

  

This month of November we have scheduled from November 24th to 29th a music therapy 

training “I-pod-schooling” for 30 healthcare providers, managers in the care and 

caregivers, including a presentation of the movie ‘Alive Inside” by instructors of the Music 

Therapy Center. 

 

This was a short update on successes and challenges of Bonaire and its Fundashon 

Alzheimer Bonaire which we wanted to share with you.  Thank you for your kind 

attention, and our best wishes from Bonaire on your own work to increase awareness of 

Alzheimer’s.  

 
 

November 6th 2019. 
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