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Introduction

 It all started with a commitment made by the chairman and vice chairman 

of Fundashon Alzheimer Bonaire “FAB” at the Alzheimer University in London 

U.K. September 2017.

 That commitment was that the board of FAB would start working with the 

Local Government on a National Dementia Plan for Bonaire as soon as they 

were back home. 



Brief History

 Fundashon Alzheimer Bonaire was founded in the year 2011. 

 The purpose of this foundation is to provide information to the people of 

Bonaire in general, and in particular to the families who have family 

members with this form of dementia, Alzheimer’s disease.

 In Bonaire the care for people with dementia is starting to get attention 

which is absolutely the way it should be. 

 However, due to the increasing ageing of society in the coming decades, 

the number of people with dementia will certainly rise, and we in Bonaire 

are no exception.

 Not only Government and health insurers, but also health and care 

organizations face a number of complex issues.



Some of the issues are but not limited 

to:

 How do we organize the care for the increasing number of people with 

dementia who live at home ?

 How do we make the society dementia-friendly ?

 What can we, at home, in neighborhoods and districts as well as in 

organizations do to improve the quality of life of people with dementia ?

 How can we support family caregivers of people with dementia so that 

admission in a healthcare facility can be postponed as long as possible ?



Steps taken by FAB

 In October 2017 the board of FAB  completed and submitted their intention of a 
Vision and Mission for a National Dementia Plan for Bonaire.

 During the months of December 2017 and January 2018 meetings were held 
with the Head Public Health department and its advisors to discuss the Plan of 
action submitted by FAB.  

 In February the FAB board initiated the process to form an advisory committee 
to advice and support the board and the writer of the plan. 

 On February 28th the Committee was installed constituted by experts in various 
areas, such as a medical doctor, a healthcare manager, a teacher of welfare 
and care, an organizational sociologist and a financial expert. 

 On March 2018 the Public Health dept. agreed with the intention of a Vision 
and Mission of FAB and requested the board of FAB to present a draft-Terms of 
Reference for the engagement of a writer. 



Steps taken by FAB Continued

 In May 2018 the Advisory-Committee approved the draft-TOR to be 

presented to the Island Government thru the Head Public Health dept. 

 June 2018 we encountered a stagnation in the whole process with the 

Public Health department.

 Finally the budget was approved and the Writer received a formal 

assignment to write the Plan starting on April 1st 2019.

 The Plan was presented to the Head of Public Health dept. on September 

20th 2019 and to the Commissioner of Public Health, the board of FAB and 

the Advisory-Committee on October 9th 2019. 

 It has now to been presented to the Executive Council of Bonaire for its 

acceptance and approval so it can become public.



Plan Summary

 The National Dementia Plan of Bonaire calls for urgent actions by the local 

Government of Bonaire.

 Sufficient data is available and we see a fast growth in number of 

dementia cases.

 The Island Government is seriously advised to take proper actions with the 

relevant stakeholders to create, design and implement that policy.



Plan Summary Continued

 An implementation plan for the first five (5) years is recommended so that 

both short and long term goals can be effectively realized.

 The Central Bureau Statistics and Alzheimer Netherlands will be 

approached for support.

 Also important to consider is an Island seniority policy at the same time 

when dealing with the national implementation plan for dementia.



QUESTIONS?


